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Findings
• Politics only reaches people at the community level

• Clientelpolitics is a huge obstacle to positive change.

• At community level CHANGE can become meaningfully visible to

citizens.

• Municipalities are increasingly losing their ability to solve problems.

• Gap between citizens and politicians is getting bigger and bigger

• People have lost faith in politics and in themselves



What should we do?



•PLAN



How to do it?



•EMOTION



plan 2016 implementation 2019





Local Energy Group STANZERTAL



Stanz+ An innovative, energy-flexible plus-
energy quarter
in the centre of Stanz
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technical & social innovation



We need more

• bottom up approach

• rooms for reflection

• knowledge / empathie in involvement of expertise

• more exchange between Smart Villages

Conclusions





Thank you



Mr. Matías María RUBIO
Youth Leader, Jr21 Local Action 

Group (LAG) Spain



“Grounding helps protect you and your home from the 
dangers of damaged circuits or electrical overloads. 
When power surges happen, the excess electricity 
introduced to the system could leap out of the wiring”.



“Rural areas provide indispensable 
contributions to solve many of the big 
societal challenges such as climate 
change or the sustainable provision of 
food, biomass and energy. “

EU Action for SMART VILLAGES



JR21 RURAL YOUTH DIALOGUE

ERASMUS + 
KA3 YOUTH DIALOGUE

By the 5 Local Action Groups in Cantabria.

YOUTH PARTICIPATION!



RURAL YOUTH HAVE THEIR SAY!
JR21 CONNECTING RURAL YOUTH WITH 

● THE 5 LOCAL ACTION GROUPS 

● LEADER PROGRAM 

● LOCAL NEEDS AND OPPORTUNITIES



JR21 CONNECTING RURAL YOUTH WITH 

● POLICY MAKERS

● LOCAL NGO´s

● STAKEHOLDERS

LET'S WORK TOGETHER!

“We invite stakeholders and policy makers to get involved 
and work with us, so together we can deliver on the promise 
of A Better Life in Rural Areas”.

EU Action for SMART VILLAGES



Thank you



Ms. Linda TÖRNER
Chair and Leader of Women on 

Wednesday (WOW), Sweden 
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Societal benefit
> 1 MEUR annually 
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Thank you



Time for your voices



How can we contribute to the 
Rural Pact?



Conversations in small 
groups

1. Introduce each other and share any activities you 
already have related to the session topic

2. Exchange ideas and take notes on the Template



Template



Don’t forget to submit a commitment!



“Harvesting” from our conversations
1)What new ideas emerged from our 

conversations?

2) What opportunities for collaboration came to life 
that would contribute to the Rural Pact?



#Valley
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